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AI in the News



Is AI coming for humanity?



AI in the Arts

Source: Google Brain

Music LM

DALL-E, Stable 
Diffusion, Midjourney





Beyond the headlines:

The artist is more involved 
than this makes it sound!



“Astronaut woman 
on Mars…”

Text to image AI model:



The human artist 
created this 

cover with the 
help of a tool!



Is AI coming to take our humanity?

Or can we develop generative AI as a tool to 
express our humanity?



Overview of the session
15 min: Introduction with Carol

Activity part 1

15 min: Introduction to Ethics of Generative AI in the arts

Activity part 2

Share out and discussion!



Activity Part 1: short poems

This Is Just To Say
By William Carlos Williams

I have eaten
the plums
that were in
the icebox

and which
you were probably
saving
for breakfast

Forgive me
they were delicious
so sweet
and so cold

“Dreams” 
by Langston Hughes

Hold fast to dreams
For if dreams die
Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.
Hold fast to dreams
For when dreams go
Life is a barren field
Frozen with snow.



Activity Part 1: tune into your creativity

Write a 4-6 line poem that can be shared with all ages

5 minutes of free writing on your own- no AI allowed! 

My 5 minute “poem”:

End of summer light on the low boat, pollen pooling on top of the water next to me 

I reach down and pull out a smooth fossil as the eagle soars over us

The shore is uneven and it will be hard to get out 

I'll put the stone in your hand and you'll help me ashore



Activity Part 1: tune into your creativity

Write a 4-6 line poem that can be shared with all ages

You could write about…

● Something beautiful you saw on your way here
● The funniest thing that’s ever happened to you
● The way you hope to spend your next birthday

5 minutes of free writing on your own- no AI allowed! 

Notes app or paper welcome :)



Epstein, Ziv, Hertzmann, Aaron et al. Science 380.6650 
(2023): 1110-1111.

Art and the science of generative AI

Media Lab collaborators: Ziv Epstein, Rob Mahari, Matt Groh, 
Hope Schroeder

Four main areas:

● Aesthetics & culture
● Legal issues
● Creative Labor
● Media Ecosystem



Art and the Science of Generative AI

Aesthetics & Culture

Memo Akten

Discuss 

● Is this AI-generated?
● What is informing your 

perception?



Key questions:

How can we make sure that AI art tools lead to more artistic diversity, 
rather than less diversity?

How will AI-generated content be “rewarded” on social media?

Art and the Science of Generative AI

Aesthetics & Culture



Joe Kachnic, ArtStation

Art and the Science of Generative AI

Legal Issues & Ownership



Art and the Science of Generative AI

Legal Issues & Ownership

DeviantArt



Art and the Science of Generative AI

Legal Issues & Ownership

AI cannot hold copyright!
(Edmond De Belamy case)

Style change may not be enough to be 
considered “transformative fair use”

(Warhol Supreme Court case)



Key questions:

Will courts rule in favor of artists or users of the technology?

What constitutes “fair use”?

Art and the Science of Generative AI

Legal Issues & Ownership



📸

SAAM Library of Congress

Art and the Science of Generative AI

Creative Labor



Allen J. Schaben / Los Angeles Times

Art and the Science of Generative AI

Creative Labor

Writers Guild of America 
tentative agreement: (today!)

● Writers can’t be forced to use AI

● Companies must disclose if any 

materials given to a writer were 

AI-generated

● Writer can use AI if they disclose 

and a company consents

 



Key questions:

Can AI tools positively impact artists?

How can we protect artistic labor as the role of the artist changes?

Art and the Science of Generative AI

Creative Labor



Art and the Science of Generative AI

The Media Ecosystem

Midjourney,
posted on Reddit by 
u/trippy_art_special

Is this art?

Is this fake news?



Time

Art and the Science of Generative AI

The Media Ecosystem



Biometric-based forensic tools
Identity-based forensic tools

Agarwal and Farid “Protecting World Leaders Against Deep Fakes” 2019

Boháček and Farid “Protecting world leaders against deep fakes using facial, 

gestural, and vocal mannerisms” 2022

Agarwal and Farid “Detecting deep-fake videos from aural and oral 

dynamics” 2019

Art and the Science of Generative AI

The Media Ecosystem

https://www.pnas.org/eprint/G2QZPME2UXSQ9VGMIW49/full#con1
https://www.pnas.org/eprint/G2QZPME2UXSQ9VGMIW49/full#con2


Clarkesworld

Art and the Science of Generative AI

The Media Ecosystem: writing

User bans due to bot activity



Key questions:

How can we detect synthetically generated media?

How can we establish and defend trust in different types of media?

What is the role of disclosure in promoting trust?

Art and the Science of Generative AI

The Media Ecosystem



Co-creation: Humans use AI tools for image creation

“An astronaut in 
space with a pink 
sky”

Why AI?

● Creativity can feel 
more accessible

● Ideation may be 
faster



“Poem about a 
black hole…”

��
Co-creation: Humans use AI tools for writing

Final Draft
New ideas
Edits (accept or reject)
Lateral concepts



Activity Part 2: develop your draft
Return to your first poem draft, 
and complete the activity described in this survey: 

(https://forms.gle/Mq3Y4oGnDVqWxnRE7)

Steps:

● Survey consent for research
● Reflect on your first draft
● Improve on your draft
● Finalize



Share

First, read your poem. We will clap!

Then, disclose any help from ChatGPT on:

● Editing
● New ideas
● Structure
● New lines
● Anything else you found interesting!



Take home:

Human control and expression 

can be at the center of 

co-creation with AI tools

Please submit your survey to us, either online or in person. Thank you!



Co-creating Utopias Trash to Treasure

Epstein, Ziv, Hope Schroeder, and Dava Newman. When 
happy accidents spark creativity: Bringing collaborative 
speculation to life with generative AI. International 
Conference on Computational Creativity, 2022

Smith, Amy, et al. Trash to Treasure: Using text-to-image models to 
inform the design of physical artefacts. AAAI Creative AI Across Modalities 
Workshop, 2023

Related Work at the Media Lab
AI Alchemy


